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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – January 19, 2022 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey NH  

and remotely using Zoom Meeting 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Sylvester Karasinski at 5:31 pm at Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, 
Swanzey, NH and remotely using Zoom Meeting. Present at Whitcomb Hall were Selectmen Karasinski, 
Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. and W. William Hutwelker. Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley. 
Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard was present via Zoom. Zoom ID 235 370 4380 or join by phone 1-929-
205-6099.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Police Chief Joe Gonsalves, Michael York, Bruce Bohannon, Peter Throop from Monadnock Conservancy, 
Emily Kerylow, Mike Johnson, Mike Gomarlo. 
 
MINUTES 

 The regular meeting Minutes of January 12, 2022 were considered. There was a motion by Colby to 
approve the meeting Minutes of January 12, 2022. There was a second by Hutwelker and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Colby to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Hutwelker.  All were in 
favor.  Motion passed. 

 Payroll Manifest 

 Payables Manifest  

 Veterans’ Tax Credit  - Hutwelker asked for additional information 

 Personnel Action Reports 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and there was none at this time. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Police Chief Joe Gonsalves – Police Department Update.   
The Board reviewed the Chief’s annual report.  The Chief said Corporal Ren Doyle is resigning from the 
department early in February.  He spoke about one officer who is having an issue passing the physical test for 
police officers. He spoke about several people who are interested in the open officer positions.  Three 
candidates are interested in the School Resource Officer position, one from within the department.  He asked 
for questions.  Colby said it sounds like it is up to the officer who needs to pass the physical test to get that 
done. Hutwelker said it sounds like the officer had one year to work himself up to passing the physical and 
didn’t do so. Gonsalves said he had an officer out with Covid who will be back this week.  Gonsalves said he is 
looking to make reassignments in the near future.  
 
Discussion was held about speed limits and changes to the speed limit on Holbrook (formerly known as 
Homestead) Avenue. Gonsalves said it may be something to do with the State. Karasinski said at Homestead 
Avenue, by Brown Farm, there is a 35 MPH at the intersection at Swanzey Lake Road and then there is a 30 
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MPH sign further along the road by the cemetery.  Karasinski said it doesn’t make sense to him.  It was noted 
that Holbrook Avenue and Westport Village Road become State roads at one point and maybe that is why 
there are different speed limits.  Branley said we can make a request to the State that they review the logic 
of the speed limits. 
 
Bohannon asked about calls for after-hours activity at Riley Conservation area off Mathews Road. Bohannon 
said there is a lot going on and the police might want to check it out.  Gonsalves said he had not heard 
anything about calls there, but would look into it. 
 
Hutwelker said he would like to see numbers broken out for Calls for Service. Gonsalves it could be anything 
that went to dispatch.  Gonsalves said it could be vandalism, domestic violence, assaults. Gonsalves said he 
could break out items and he could look at trends and analyze the reasons for the trends over time. 
 
Hutwelker spoke about incidents on State Route 10 and State Route 12, will those be addressed for 
accidents.  Will Route 10 have the same attention as being given to Route 12? Gonsalves said the issue is 
sufficient resources for the roads and still have resources for other calls.  He noted high speed being an issue. 
Hutwelker asked about whether there are particular intersections involved. Gonsalves said he will be able to 
provide that in the future.  There was discussion about the possibility of switching software for police calls for 
service. Branley said the Route 10 corridor report did have an analysis for problematic intersections and 
there was one done for Route 12 some years ago. Hutwelker asked about meeting with the State to reduce 
the speed limit on Route 10. Gonsalves said we could do that. He said it probably needs more analysis before 
we can pinpoint trouble spots which might not be just a speed issue. He said sometimes there is a need for a 
traffic light or some other response to why accidents are happening, not just speed. York said the Planning 
Board identified speed as being an issue. He said from Base Hill Road, West Street, California Street there is 
no safe way to cross over to Gomarlo’s grocery store. 
 
Karasinski thanked Gonsalves for his report. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Pursuant to RSA 41:14-a regarding a proposed amendment to the Conservation Easement held by the 
Monadnock Conservancy in which the Town of Swanzey holds an executory interest for the Ridgehill Farm 
property situated on Cory Pond Road and Old Richmond Road (Map 12 Lots 5-2 and 5-3).  This is the 
second of two public hearings on this matter. 
Public hearing opened at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The Chair read aloud the notice for public hearing and opened the hearing for public comment. Mike 
Gomarlo said he is in favor of the amendment.  Emily Kerylow said the farm has been a source of hay and is 
supportive of Mike Johnson’s efforts and of the amendment.  Mike Johnson was also present. Hutwelker said 
he opposed conservation easements in the past and he said he did so because of the permanency of them. 
He said he cannot know what Swanzey needs in one hundred years.  He said if land was put in conservation 
in the past, housing projects like Eastfield Crossing would not have occurred. He said he supports Current Use 
and good stewardship. But he said future generations might have interests different than the interests of the 
present.  He believes that it is in the town’s best interest for the two lots under consideration to be sold as 
homes. Kerylow said she appreciates the point but we are talking the relatively small area for the town, but a 
big impact for Mr. Johnson.  Hutwelker spoke about the State encouraging land served by public sewer being 
developed because of the housing need. 
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Public hearing closed at 6:09 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Finalization of 2021 Town Meeting Warrant, Operating Budget, and Default Budget 
Branley said this is an opportunity to make any changes by the Board.  Hutwelker said he wished we didn’t 
have so many pages for zoning changes and we didn’t have three bonds.  He said it will be frustrating to 
voters with so many pages.  Colby asked York about the zoning ordinance changes. York said the Planning 
Board did a review of items like road frontage. Colby said he is also concerned about the number of articles.  
Hutwelker said there was supposed to be a procedure including citizen panel review, and review by the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) and others for possible zoning changes. He said review was on agendas, 
and they didn’t happen. These are major changes in a long time and it goes beyond the land use board.  
Hutwelker noted folks don’t really understand what they are voting on and he said he is disappointed that 
the changes didn’t go through a vetting process.  
 
Inter municipal agreement with the City of Keene – Lower Winchester Street Reconstruction Project 
The Board reviewed a proposed agreement between the Town and the City of Keene to include sidewalk 
improvements into Swanzey  near Market Basket.  He noted the agreement has been reviewed by town 
counsel and the Department of Transportation (DOT).  Branley said each will pay for each portion of the 
project. Karasinski asked who will be monitoring the project. Branley said it is himself right now. 
 

Colby moved to approve the inter-municipal agreement between the Town of Swanzey and City of 
Keene for the Lower Winchester Street Reconstruction Project. There was a second to the motion by 
Hutwelker and he asked about stepping out if it if need be. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Home Based Business Application – Map 18 Lot 83.   
The Board reviewed an application for a manufacturer/dealer of firearms and related components at 17 
Suburban Acres.  
 

Colby moved to approve the home based business application for a manufacturer/dealer of firearms 
and related components Map 18 Lot 83 (17 Suburban Acres). There was a second to the motion by 
Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE 
Branley said staff is finalizing the budget detail. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Colby. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:22 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on January 26, 2022 


